Use of This Handbook

The Wamego High School Section Leader Handbook is designed to clarify details of marching fundamentals and to improve the teaching abilities of the Section Leaders.  Here are some general points to follow:

1.  Every Section Leader should read this handbook and develop a knowledge of its contents.

2.  Demonstration is often the best method of achieving accurate execution from your section.  As Section    Leaders, you must represent the definitive example.

3.  As you read the handbook, imagine yourself explaining the position or maneuver to a group of freshmen.  Remember stories from your own experience to help explain what you mean.

4.  The general procedure for teaching:


A.  Name the maneuver and what it does.


B.  Demonstrate in tempo.


C.  Demonstrate in slow tempo pointing out


      details of hand, foot, or horn placement.


D.  Demonstrate again in tempo.


E.  Allow them to practice.


F.  Answer questions.


G.  Do it together as a section.

5.  The key to our success as a marching band (and not a walking band) is to insist on high standards, both in  rehearsal and at performance.  We perform the way we practice.
The Purpose of Band Camp

This Band Camp has been developed as a way to better prepare us both mentally and physically for the performances that take place this Fall.  The goals are:

To review and sharpen performance skills
To teach new members marching and playing fundamentals
To help new members establish standards of performance and pride in the group
To distribute equipment and uniforms that would otherwise take valuable class time
To prepare music and drill for the first performance
These few days afford us an opportunity to accomplish what would normally take two weeks of regular in class rehearsal time.  Accomplishing these goals will put us a long way down the road of a successful year.

Although most of our time is spent on developing performance skills, remember that a very special social development is taking place.  New members must feel like they are succeeding and are earning their place in the Wamego Red Raider Marching Band through their accomplishments.  At the same time, they must feel like they are establishing friendships that make them a part of the “band family.”  Section leaders, veterans, and   directors must make sure that every rookie is given the attention and support necessary to help them successfully survive the transition from 8th grade to high school.
Marching Fundamentals

A.  In Place Fundamentals


1.  Parade Rest


2.  Attention  (Att)


3.  Parade Rest (from Attention)


4.  Mark Time/  Halt  (MT)


5.  Slow turns (left & right/ 2 count & 4 count)

B.  Moving Fundamentals


1.  Forward March/ Halt  (FM)


2.  Left Face  (LF)


3.  Right Face  (RF)


4.  To the Rear  (TTR)


5.  Backwards March  (BM)

6.  Slides



6.  Adjusted step
C.  Horn Movements


1.  Horns up


2.  Horns down


3.  Horns to the Press Box

Marching Fundamentals

Teaching Sequence and Procedures

1.  State the name of the maneuver and explain it’s purpose.  (Ex. To march in place, etc.)

2.  Give the command in a loud staccato voice at a slow tempo--clap hands to emphasize beat).

3.  Give response (if applicable).

4.  Repeat command and response twice.

5.  Have the section verbally respond to your command.  Emphasize staccato voice from the bottom of the 
stomach—volume, clarity, projection.

6.  Demonstrate the complete maneuver as a whole and then “by numbers” (step by step).

7.  Have the section do the motions of each count until each count of the maneuver is correct.

8.  Do the maneuver complete at a very slow tempo watching the section for individual problems.  

Don’t hesitate to slow down again until it’s fixed.
9.  After completing each maneuver, every time it is 
done, wait four or five seconds absolutely still 
and then say “Relax.”

10.  BE POSITIVE!  Encourage your section.  Help 
those who are having problems rather than 


riding them.  Make examples of those who do it right.  Praise them when they all do it right

11.  If a section member is still having trouble, call one of the Drum Majors over for individual help.

12.  Encourage each member to do their very best every time they do something.  
We perform the way we practice.
Music Sectionals

Problems to Watch For

A.  Key Signatures


1.  Specifically:


a. Trombones, Tubas, Flutes-  D & G flats, B & E naturals


b. Alto and Bari Sax-  look out for B flats


c. Trumpets, Tenors, Clarinets– F & C sharps, E & A flats


d. Horns– E-flats, F & C sharps


2.  Accidentals

B.  Time Signatures


1.  Constant or Changing?


2.  If the time signatures changes, how is it different?

C.  Rhythm


1.  Eighths or sixteenths?


2.  Straight or Swing?


3.  Triplets?


4.  Holding long notes full value

D.  Musicality


1.  Tone quality


2.  Balance


3.  Intonation


4.  Articulation


5.  Dynamics (including crescendos and decrescendos)


6.  Style

Sectional Procedures


1.  Warm-up/ Tune:  2-3 minutes


2.  Announce piece to be worked on and where to begin.


3.  If it’s a problem with wrong notes:



a.  Mark them



b.  Slow down



c.  Repeat it three times right


4.  If it’s a problem with rhythm:



a.  Isolate the rhythm on a single note and play it



b.  Slow down then speed back up



c.  Clap it/  Sing it/  Echo it



d.  Do that small section three times right slow


5.  If it’s a problem with range, refer to a director.


6.  Be thorough, patient, knowledgeable, and persistent.


7.  Don’t be afraid to ask for help if you need it.


8.  Stress the importance of playing everything WELL.
